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In The Claims 



(Currently Amended) A utility knife tool comprising: 
a) a handle with a distal portion; 

)) a blade secured to and extending from said distal portion, said blade having a cutting 
edge; 

c\a blade cover that is biased to cover the blade, and moves between an operating 

position in which the blade is exposed, and a safety position in which the blade is 
covered; and 

d) a Manually triggered self-locking release assembly, internal to the handle, that 
automatically relocks the cover when retracted. 

c) an int e gral blad e cover for covering the cutting e dg e of th e blad e when th e tool is not in 

d) a blacre cov e r r e tainment memb e r for lockedly maintaining th e blade cov e r in a 

position cov e ring th e cutting e dge of th e blade; 

e ) a hand op e rabl e rel e aser for r e l e asing the retainm e nt member from a locking 

configuration; 

f) a hand operabl e blade cov e r driv e r for moving th e blad e cover an exposure distanc e 

and e xposing the cutting e dge of the blad e for us e ; and 

g) an intercept m e mb e r for dis e ngaging the blad e cover driv e r upon blade cov e r 

movement e xc e eding the e xposur e distance and dispatching the blade cov e r to th e 
locking configuration cov e ring the cutting e dge of the blad e , wher e in th e int e rc e pt 
m e mb e r dispatch e s th e blad e cover without continu e d action by a user. 

(Currently Amended) NA utility knif e tool as claim e d in The tool of Claim 1 wherein the 
cover retracts into the handle, handl e has a g e n e rally hollow int e rior portion, and wh e r e in 
the blad e cov e r is g e n e ra^y cylindrical with a wall having a longitudinal slit through 
which the blad e r e sides. 




(Currently Amended) The utility knife of Claim 2 wherein the cover and the trigger are 
each biased by springs. A utility^knif e tool as claim e d in r e l e as e r and driver ar e 
incorporat e d as a trigger ass e mblyteomprising an e xt e riorly acc e ssibl e fing e r movabl e 
trigg e r l e ver ext e nding from th e hanqle and in e ngag e d communication first with th e 
r e tainm e nt m e mb e r for r e l e asing said m e mb e r from the locking configuration upon initial 
trigg e r l e v e r movement and in e ngag e d communication s e cond with a proximal sit e of th e 
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blad e cov e r for moving tho blad e cov e r said exposur e distance upon continu e d trigg e r 
lovor mov e m e nt. 

4. (Currently Amended) The utility knife of Claim 2 wherein the release assembly is 
actuateckby a trigger located on an inferior surface of the handle. A utility knife tool as 
claim e d im Claim 3 wh e r e in _ said retainm e nt memb e r and said proximal sit e of the blad e 
cov e r ar e aispos e d within th e g e nerally hollow int e rior portion of th e handle. 

5. (Currently Amended) The utility knife of Claim 2 wherein the cover retracts linearly into 
the handle. A utility knif e tool as claim e d in Claim 4 wh e r e in th e int e rc e pt m e mb e r is 
disposed within the gen e rally hollow interior portion of th e handl e . 

6-10. Canceled. \ 
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